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RECOMMENDATIONS
1.

That cabinet note the recommendations of overview and scrutiny committee
arising from representations from Extinction Rebellion Southwark in respect
of the council’s climate action plan, paragraph 9 of the report.

2.

That cabinet request that the cabinet member for climate emergency and
sustainable development reports back to cabinet on the recommendations
within eight weeks.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
3.

At its meeting held on 1 December 2021, the overview and scrutiny
committee received a presentation from representatives of Extinction
Rebellion Southwark in connection with the council’s Climate Strategy and
Action Plan.

4.

In addressing the overview and scrutiny committee, Extinction Rebellion
Southwark highlighted areas where they felt the structure of the council’s
climate strategy and action plan could be improved, and suggested the
following:

5.



The inclusion of SMART targets and key indicators for each action to
enable effective monitoring/scrutiny of performance against the plan,
both by the council and external interested groups.



Outlining potential cost against each action and indicating where
funding might come from.



Aligning the climate action plan with other council policies, such as the
New Southwark Plan, Waste Strategy and Movement Plan and having
these policies in one place so that they are readily accessible.

In terms of timescales for inclusion of the actions in paragraph 4 above,
Extinction Rebellion Southwark asked for these to be actioned now on the
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basis that it would be difficult to indicate what has been achieved against
the action plan when undertaking the annual review if it has not been set
out at this stage - what is going to be achieved and by when.
6.

Extinction Rebellion Southwark suggested that scrutiny councillors
undertake training to ensure effective ongoing monitoring of the Climate
Action Plan. This was suggested with hindsight of their own experience
as a climate emergency interest group having challenges with trying to
understand the details of this complex issue.

7.

Extinction Rebellion Southwark also highlighted the need and importance
of councillors increasing knowledge and awareness of the climate
emergency and being able to speak to the issue of carbon emissions
reduction. This was highlighted in the context of concern around a siloed
approach to the climate emergency and the need to broaden the reach of
the issue beyond the existing climate emergency networks/forums.

KEY ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION
8.

Following the presentation from Extinction Rebellion Southwark,
questions and discussion, and hearing from the cabinet member for
climate emergency and sustainable development, the overview and
scrutiny committee agreed to make recommendations to cabinet, as
detailed in paragraph 9 below.

9.

That the cabinet member for Climate Emergency and Sustainable
Development be recommended to:


Revise Southwark’s Climate Action Plan to include smart targets
throughout, including staged timeline and funding requirements and
allocation against each action and policy.



Carry out a review to ensure the alignment and integration of all
council policies with the Climate Action Plan.



Arrange for training for all councillors on monitoring of the delivery
of the Climate Action Plan, to be delivered immediately following the
2022 council elections.



Return to the overview and scrutiny committee meeting scheduled
for 2 March 2022 with a timeline of when the above
recommendations will be actioned.

10. It is for the cabinet to decide whether or not to accept the recommendations
of overview and scrutiny committee.
11. Overview and scrutiny procedure rule 15.3 requires cabinet to consider and
provide a written response to the report within two months.
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