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RECOMMENDATION  
 
1. That the executive considers the motion set out in the appendix attached to the 

report. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
2. Council assembly at its meeting on Wednesday, December 7 2005 considered 

the motion and agreed that it should be referred to the executive for 
consideration.   

 
KEY ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
3. In accordance with council assembly procedure rule 3.10(3), the attached 

motion was one of those referred to the executive. The executive is 
requested to report on the outcome of its deliberations upon the motion to the 
next meeting of council assembly. 

 
4. The constitution allocates responsibility for particular functions to council 

assembly, including approving the budget and policy framework, and to the 
executive for developing and implementing the budget and policy framework, 
as well as overseeing the running of council services on a day-to-day basis. 

 
5. Any key issues, policy or funding implications are included in the advice from 

the relevant chief officer. 
 
REASONS FOR URGENCY 
 
6. This motion was referred from Council Assembly in December 2005.  The 

next meeting of the executive is scheduled for March 14 2006 and if the 
motion is not considered at this meeting, any potential action arising from the 
motion will be delayed until then.  In addition the other motions referred from 
Council Assembly in December 2005 which have been considered are due to 
be reported to the February meeting of council assembly, it would be 
desirable to be in a position to report on this motion also. 

 
REASONS FOR LATENESS 
 
7. It was not possible to finalise the comments before the main agenda 

despatch. 
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Background Papers Held At Contact 
Motion submitted in accordance with 
council assembly procedure rule 3.10 
(3). 

Town Hall, 
Peckham Road, 
London. 
SE5 8UB 

Cameron MacLean 
Constitutional Team 
020 7525 7236 

 
 
Audit Trail 
 
Lead Officer Ian Millichap, Constitutional Team Manager  
Report Author Everton Roberts, Constitutional Officer 
Version Final 
Dated February 07 2006 
Key Decision? No 
CONSULTATION WITH OTHER OFFICERS / DIRECTORATES / EXECUTIVE 
MEMBER 
Officer Title Comments Sought Comments included
Strategic Director of 
Environment & Leisure 

Yes Yes 

Date final report sent to Constitutional Support Services NA 
 
 
LIST OF APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1 – Fear of Crime in Surrey Quays 
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APPENDIX 1 
 
Fear Of Crime In Surrey Quays 
 
1. The following motion was moved by Councillor Lewis Robinson and seconded 

by Councillor David Bradbury: 
 

• Council assembly notes recent initiatives undertaken by the police and other 
responsible authorities to tackle the longstanding problems of anti social 
behaviour and youth crime on the Rotherhithe peninsula and Surrey Quays. 

 
• Council assembly is however extremely concerned at recent reports of 

renewed anti social activity and conflict by gangs and youths in the area.  
Council assembly notes the continuing requests and strong support 
amongst local residents for higher visibility patrolling, and the reopening of 
Rotherhithe police station overnight. 

 
• Council assembly requests the Safer Southwark Partnership to bring 

forward a report to the council executive by 31st January 2006 on measures 
to tackle these ongoing problems. 

 
Comments of the Strategic Director of Environment & Leisure 
 
2. The council with partners has undertaken a range of activity in the Rotherhithe 

peninsula and Surrey Quays over the last three years to tackle anti-social 
behaviour and youth crime. This has included: 
 
• Designing out opportunities for anti-social behaviour 
• Diversionary activity by the youth service and youth offending team 
• Establishment of a police safer neighbourhood s team in the area 
• Establishment and extension of the community warden service in 

Rotherhithe 
• A dispersal zone in the Albion Street area  

 
3. An inter-agency team has been operating in Rotherhithe for three years bringing 

together key partners in the area to tackle local issues including anti social 
behaviour and to joint task and liaise with the police and wardens.   Specific 
work has been undertaken on the following issues: 

 
• antisocial use of motor bikes across the peninsular and in Russia Dock 

Woodland in particular  
• ASB in Albion Street/Surrey Water/Albion Channel areas,  
• Minor arson in the Woodlands,  
• ASB in Vaughan Street and Greenland Dock areas  
• ASB in Dock Hill Avenue and Stave Hill areas.   

 
4. Intelligence has identified that there are no criminal gangs in Rotherhithe. There 

are however infrequent large gatherings of youth who, when asked, say that 
they have no youth facilities or anywhere safe to gather/use in the immediate 
area. In the main the problem that the community wardens have identified as a 
result of these youth gatherings is fear of crime and evidence of marijuana use. 
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5. All available youth facilities/services in the area have been mapped and work 

has been undertaken to raise awareness of local facilities and ensure they are 
delivering the types of activities required. A youth providers network has been 
established and co-ordinates joint work between agencies to improve youth 
provision.   

 
6. A detailed analysis of crime and anti-social behaviour is produced quarterly.  A 

youth consultation event is taking place in March. 
 
7. Currently all ASB hot spots have been reasonably quiet except for antisocial use 

of motorbikes and some problems with fire works which have now been 
resolved. 

 
8. The decision to close the Rotherhithe Police Station at night is based upon 

previous analysis of demand at the reception desk. This demand was very 
low and therefore the police preferred to re-deploy the officer to patrol duties. 
It remains the police view that the police time on patrol makes best use of 
available resources in the Bermondsey/Surrey Quays area. More recently the 
police safer neighbourhood teams have done some late night shifts, which 
have had positive results in the area, and this will continue. 
 

9. Although there are difficulties in measuring anti-social behaviour there is 
some evidence which suggests a positive downward trend in Rotherhithe. 

 
• Criminal damage saw a decrease of 23.9% to 162 incidents (April to June 

2005 compared with the same period 2004) but is still higher than the 
borough average 

• Possession of an offensive weapon has doubled since the previous year, 
representing police activity, however during this period serious assaults 
have decreased from 9 to 6 (April to June 2005 compared with the same 
period 2004). 

• Arson has decreased by 4.2% when compared to the previous 6 month 
period (December to May 2005 compared to the same period 2004) 
however minor fires are still above the borough average.  

• In general Rotherhithe experiences lower levels of crime than other areas 
of the borough and for the last month (20th October to 20th November) it 
ranks six lowest of community council areas. 
 

10. Despite these positive indications of improvement it is recognised that there is 
still anti social behaviour taking place. The council remains committed to 
reducing anti social behaviour and taking a pro-active and area specific 
approach as demonstrated by the work in Rotherhithe and a report will be 
produced for the Council Executive. 

 

 4


	Classification:
	Date:
	Meeting Name:
	RECOMMENDATION
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION
	REASONS FOR URGENCY
	REASONS FOR LATENESS
	Lead Officer
	Dated
	Key Decision?

	CONSULTATION WITH OTHER OFFICERS / DIRECTORATES / EXECUTIVE 
	Officer Title

	Comments included
	Date final report sent to Constitutional Support Services




	Fear Of Crime In Surrey Quays


